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Letter from the editor 


Congratulations, Class of 2020! After months of hard work and patience you 
are finally ready to start as freshmen at Hopkins. Honestly, I'm jealous that 
you still have all four years ahead of you. Don’t waste them! 


With O-week having come to a close, you've probably already learned a 
thing or two about life at Hopkins, from frat hopping and preparing for your 
courses. to overloading your to-go box at the FFC — all valuable experiences. 


Some of those moments, however, might have been more confusing than en- 
lightening. What’s the Breezeway? Or why is everyone so hostile on D)-Level? 
(Arid what is the D-Level challenge?) That's where we come in. 


Consider The Cover-Letter your field guide to freshman year. Learn the 
campus lingo (p. 3), find-out how to navigate Brody and MSE (p. 15) and 
set to know the editors of The News-Letter, one of the oldest weekly college 
newspapers in the country (pp. 18-19). | 


[hope The Cover-Letter gets all of you freshmen excited about kicking off - 
college. If your freshman year is anything like mine, | know you'll want to 
hold on to every minute. 


Good luck! 
Jane Jeffery, 
_ Magazine Editor 2016-2017 
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The Cover-Letter \s a special publication of The Johns Hopkins News-Letter, the 
student newspaper of Johns Hopkins University. For general inquiries or infor- 
mation on how to join, email managing@jhunewsletter.com or find us at the 
Student Involvement Fair‘on Sept. 9 from 2 to 5 p.m in the Rec Center. 


The News-Letter can be found online at ;hunews/etter.com, in print every 
Thursday during the school year and on the social media sites below. 
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Campus phrase book: Learn the Hopkins lingo 


HelWell 
The Student Health and 


Wellness Center. Its name refers 
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The Beach 


Hate to break it to ya, but 


By KAREEM OSMAN 


Photography Editor 


we're a ways away from Ocean 


City! Our beach is actually a large, usually to the usually long wait times endured 


there. It remains the place to go for free 


Char Mar 
The Charles Street Market, 
a “char” ming mini-market, begging 
to soak up your Dining Dollars. Situated 
between Wolman Hall and the Charles Apart- 


well-maintained body of grass in between 


Charles St. and the library. Chill out condoms and hand sanitizer so pay a 


visit — well or unwell! 


here during the early fall. 


Ronnie D 
No, we don’t have a Jersey 
Shore star GTL’ing it up around 
campus. Ron Daniels is the well-loved 
president of Hopkins. He is a Hopkins pa- 
triot and selfie magnet. Ronnie D frequents 
sporting events and cares about main- 
taining an open relationship with 
the student body. 


BroLoCo 


Brody Learning Commons 
has served as a social, group-fo- 
cused extension of the library for a good 
number of years now. Frequently referred to 
as the social hub of campus, its former nick- 

ame ‘BroCo’ has been further adapted/ 
to reflect the, dare | say it, more 
fun atmosphere. 


ments, go there for quality subs, niche 
snack foods or even bottles of 
rubbing alcohol. 


The Jimmy 
The Jimmy/JHMI/JustGetMe- 
BackToCampusAlready is a conve- 


nient, Hopkins-run bus line that connects 


the Homewood, Peabody and Medical Cam- 
The Breezeway 


Analogous to the Suez or 
Panama Canals, the Breezeway is 
the principle connection between the 
upper and lower quads. Tolls include the odd 
club/event flier shoved in your face with 
a beaming smile. My recommenda- 
tion? Take them in stride. 


Hop Cop 
Our knights in shining armor, 
the Hop Cops keep watch night and 
day to ensure the safety of the student 
body. If you ever feel alone and afraid wander- 
ing back from that formal that turned sour, 
don’t think twice about asking for an 
escort home. 


puses. Ride it to Penn Station during 
our Inner Harbor and Washing- 
ton, D.C. trips. 


D-level 
The deepest, darkest level 
of the MSE library, D-level has a 
reputation for inducing “stuDy fever” in 
frequent customers. You can diagnose it in 
seconds when you receive an acidic glare while 
unceremoniously bustling about. They also 
say there is a “challenge” to be faced 
down there. 
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What's the best class soniye ever taken at Hopkins? 


By SABRINA CHEN 
Science & Technology Editor 


elcome to your 
first year at Hop- 
kins! We know 
picking classes 
can be overwhelming and con- 
fusing, so here’s some advice 
from six upperclassmen. 


Name: 
Anjani Patel 
Major: 
Applied Math- 
ematics 
Class: 
Introduction to 
Probablilty 
What made it 
special? 
“On my first 
day in class, I 
learned that Dr. 
Wierman went 
to the University of Washington (UW), 
a school close to my hometown. Over 
the course of the semester, I loved 
hearing Dr. Wierman talk about UW 
and his favorite haunts in Seattle, be- 
cause I had spent most of my life going 
to those places myself. 

“Getting to know Dr. Wierman out- 
side of the three hours a week I spent 
with them in lecture made me more 
engaged in class. Asa result, I learned 
more. Win-win. 

“From a quantitative perspective, 
there are far fewer assignments in a 
Hopkins class than in a typical high 
school class. 

“As a result, these few assign- 
ments are worth way more than high 
school homework ever did.” 


COURTESY OF 
ANJANI PATEL 


Name: 

Jon Hochstein 
Major: 
Biomedical 
Engineering 
Class: Systems 
Bioengineering 
What made it 
special? 

“I appreciated 
Dr. Shoukas’s 
experience and 
teaching — style. 
And the mate- 
rial was super interesting. 

“Utilize your resources by explain- 
ing your situation to upperclassmen 
and advisors and get their feedback. 
But always to take it with a grain of 
salt since everyone is different. Don’t 
overload, and don’t take too many easy 
classes. Balance it out so you don’t hurt 
yourself now or later.” 


COURTESY OF 
JON HOCHSTEIN 


Name: 

San Tripathi 
Majors: Psychol- 
ogy and English 
Class: 

Forms of Moral 
Community 
What made it 
special? 

“The texts 
were thought 
provoking 
while remain- 
ing accessible, 
and I thought that the class discus- 
sion led by Professor Ong’s ques- 
tions were excellent as well. Overall, 
I just thought she was a wonderful 
professor who approached every text 
and the idea of moral community 
with a fresh perspective that I really 
appreciated.” 


COURTESY OF 
SAN TRIPATHI 
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Name: 
Remi Kessler 
Major: French 
Class: Organic 
Chemistry I 
What made it 
special? 
“This __ particu- 
lar class was 
special because 
of Dr. Falzone’s 
instruction and 
dedication. Not 
only is he gifted 
at teaching the complex subject of or- 
ganic chemistry in a way students can 
relate to and understand, but he also 
offers a more in depth analysis and dis- 
cussion of the course material beyond 
the textbook if students are interested. 
“When it comes to selecting classes 
for your first semester at Hopkins, I 
recommend choosing at least one, if 
not two, courses in subjects that are 
completely divergent from your pre- 
sumptive major. Placing yourself in an 
academic setting with individuals who 
study topics that are far-off from your 
frame of reference will expose you to 
those who view the world in an entirely 
different manner than you do.” 


COURTESY OF 
REMI KESSLER 


Name: 

Brynda Tsai 
Major: Public 
Health Studies 
Class: Ethics 

of Obesity 
Prevention 
What made it 
special? 

“This class was a 
part of the Gordis 
Teaching Fellow- 
ship program in 
the undergradu- 
ate public health curriculum, which 


COURTESY OF 
BRYNDA TSAI 


allows graduate students from the 
Bloomberg School of Public Health to 
teach their own class. They’re generally 
seminar-size classes with 19 or fewer 
students, and the classes change every 
semester. I really enjoyed the interesting 
topic of the class, and the small class size 
that fostered great discussions. 

“The final project for this class was a 
group presentation in which we had to 
develop our own ethically sound obesi- 
ty intervention for college students. We 
used an ethical framework to evaluate 
the ethical aspects of our program, and 
then we provided recommendations 
that address any potential ethical La 
falls that we identified. 

“Tt was a challenging, but memora- 
ble assignment that pushed us to think 
about real world problems and how we 
could fix them.” 


Name: 

David Gong 
Major: 

Computer Science 
Class: 

Expository 
Writing: Politics 
and Violence 
What made it 
special? 

“T wasn’t very com- 
fortable with writ 
ing when I matriculated here, but my ex- 
pository writing class helped me develop 
a reliable method to find my voice. After 
that class, I felt much less anxious when 
confronted with written assignments. 

“I think that this is true for any uni- — 
versity. Professors can’t be expected to 
hound students to do the readings and 
assignments. Whereas, depending on 
the school, high school teachers are €x- 
pected to inspire their students to stay 
on top of the material.” 


COURTESY OF 
DAVID GONG 
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Students react to University’s revocation of covered grades 


By SAM FOSSUM 


News & Features Editor 


At the end of last semester the 
University announced that covered 
grades, officially known as the first 
semester grading policy, will be dis- 
continued in 2017. This prompted criti- 
cism from two dozen student groups, 
which formed a coalition named Re- 
Cover Hopkins to protest the change 
and the University’s lack of transpar- 
ency in finalizing the decision. 

Representatives from Re-Cover Hop- 
kins say that planning for the fall will 
begin when students return to campus. 

The University’s policy change and 
student dissatisfaction reached a local 
and national audience with coverage 
from The Baltimore Sun, Fox News, The 
Washington Post, USA Today, Business In- 
sider and The National Review. 

Senior Tiffany Onyejiaka wrote in 
an email to The News-Letter that the 
national media was quick to disregard 
student concerns, especially regard- 
ing how the policy was changed. 

“T think that covered grades was 
greatly mishandled by media. People 
seemed to focus on the supposed cod- 
dling of college students without tak- 
ing time to analyze that people’s frus- 
trations were regarding the fact that a 
long holding structure of the Hopkins 
educational system was changed with- 
out notice or input from current stu- 
dents at the university,” she wrote. 

Junior Mieraf Teka was especially 
disappointed by how a Fox News pan- 
el discussed student protest over the 
University’s decision. 

“Tt was truly disappointing to see a 
group of educated women make judg- 
ments and diminish a problem that is 
way beyond laziness. Covered grades 
are important in ensuring students ac- 
climate to the Hopkins environment 
while maintaining their mental health 


as well as establishing good study hab- 
it,” Teka wrote in an email to The News- 
Letter. “It was very frustrating seeing 
outsiders mock students without tak- 
ing the time to truly understand.” 

In response to the decision at the end 
of last semester, the coalition sent de- 
mands to the University and interrupt- 
ed a scheduled meeting of the Home- 
wood Academic Council (HAC), which 
made the decision. The Student Gov- 
ernment Association (SGA) launched 
a referendum on whether to support or 
disapprove of the change. 

The referendum included a survey 
from the Re-Cover Hopkins move- 
ment to collect data on the impact of 
covered grades. This was compiled 
into a 27-page report published on the 
coalition’s Facebook page. 

SGA Executive President Charlie 
Green said that the executive board 
will announce the referendum results 
at the beginning of this semester. They 
will then work with the new SGA 
members and Re-Cover Hopkins on 
how best to proceed. 

“The plan for SGA is to gauge student 
interest on this issue in the Fall and then 
push the administration accordingly. 
We have not done much over this sum- 
mer because we are not sure how stu- 
dents will be feeling regarding this issue 
when we come back to school and also 
how the new senate wants to deal with 
it,” Green wrote in an email to The News- 
Letter. “The SGA is very committed to 
listening to Re-Cover Hopkins and the 
rest of the student body.” 

Junior Johns Hughes, president of 
Active Minds, will urge the coalition 
to demand more than just a town-hall 
discussion. - 

“Personally, what I want to focus on... 
is really pushing for the Council to de- 
lay the implementation until a period of 
formal public comment can be held. Not 
just a one-time town hall, but a period 
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during which official written comments 
are solicited with public hearings to dis- 
cuss those comments,” he wrote. 

Hughes further mentioned the im- 
portance of soliciting the experiences 
of this year’s freshmen. 

Students disagree about whether 
covered grades is.a beneficial policy. But 
the survey compiled by Re-Cover Hop- 
kins shows that a majority of its 537 re- 
spondents disagreed with the decision. 

Junior Linda Horn noted that the pol- 
icy is helpful for students in adapting to 
the rigorous academics at Hopkins. 

“Tam a student who the Homewood 
Academic Council thinks the policy 
‘hurts’ because I performed well my first 
semester here,” Horn wrote in an email 
to The News-Letter. “But that doesn’t 
mean I think the policy should be re- 
moved, because it is helpful to many 
students in adapting to both a college 
lifestyle and workload for the first time. 
It helped combat the prevalent ‘sink or 
swim’ culture on campus that is detri- 
mental to students.” 

Whether they 


agree or disagree 


with remov- 
ing covered 
grades, many 


students believe 
that the Univer- 
sity should have 
solicited more 
student involve- 
ment in making 
the decision. 
Junior Jesse 
Rines is not in 
favor of how and 
when the Univer- 
sity announced 
the change, but 
agrees that it 
should end cov- 
ered grades. 


JOHNS HOPKINS STUDE . 
PLAN TO CHANGE GRADING POLICY 


is to help freshmen adjust to college, the 
worst way to do that is to get them used 
to a study schedule that doesn’t actually 
put pressure on them to learn the mate- 
rial,” he wrote in an email to The News- 
Letter. “[Clovered grades simply delay 
the actual stress of Hopkins by one se- 
mester, exacerbating the effects of Hop- 
kins’ mental stress by reinforcing bad 
study habits in the first semester.” 

In defense of keeping covered grades 
Re-Cover Hopkins cites Hopkins’ aca- 
demic rigor, an inadequacy in current 
academic and mental health support 
networks and that removing covered 
grades disproportionately harms stu- 
dents of marginalized communities. 

The University, however, defended 
its decision saying that when covered 
grades were implemented in 1971, the 
University focused more on its gradu- 
ate students, so covered grades were 
necessary to support undergraduates. 
University administrators claim the 
development of programs, such as PI- 
LOT and MAPP, give students a better 
support network. 


“If the goal of 
covered grades 


COURTESY OF FOX NEWS 


A morning show's coverage of the policy change sparked student uproar. 
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By DIVA PAREKH 


Cx py Editor 


You guys, I'm getting old. A few 
days ago I visited my high school 
and suddenly all those kids have just 
magically turned into seniors. So I’m 
now going to do what all old people 
do — give you advice on how to lead 
your life because apparently spending 
a year as a freshman at college makes 
me wise. 


1. Don’t let people in- 
timidate you. 


There are going to be people here, 
not just professors but also other stu- 
dents, who will have done amazing 
things and led incredible lives. Re- 
spect what they’ve achieved but don’t 
be afraid of them. If you make a con- 
nection, these are people who could 
make your college experience. Go 
talk to them! For people who spend so 
much of their lives being held in awe, 
you (the lowly freshman) might just be 
a refreshing change. 


2. You're going to face 
rejection, lots of it. 


You might not get the first few club 
positions or jobs you apply for. It might 
seem like everything’s going wrong, 
until it suddenly turns around. Keep 
trying, and suddenly the responses 
will change from no to yes. Before you 
know it, you'll be doing way too much. 
Just don’t give up before you have a 
chance to realize what you're really 
capable of. 


3. It’s not going to be 
straight A’s anymore. 


The savvy freshman: 


You might fail a test or get a C ona pa- 
per. You might fail multiple tests. So 
when it’s time for the next one, don’t 
overwork yourself into a coffee-in- 
duced frenzy. Study a little less. Sleep 
a little more instead. Hell, watch 
Camp Rock with your roommate in- 
stead. 

You'll wake up and realize that that 
homework you spent hours on actu- 
ally stuck in your head, that you ac- 
tually remember those lecture notes 
you frantically took and that taking 
that break has actually enabled you to 
think more clearly. 


4. Goto things! 


You know those flyers you get hand- 
ed on the way to class in exchange for a 
free donut, the chalk arrows pointing 
who knows where, the spray-painted 
message on that ridiculous Blue Jay 
sculpture? Read them. Those arrows 
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FILE PHOTO 
Last spring, Hopkins theatre group the Barnstormers performed Legally Blonde The Musical. 


point to that Vocal Chords acapella 
concert at the Bloomberg auditorium 
where you'll get candy thrown at you. 

Even if it’s the night before your 
calculus final, that-rendition of “Ex’s 
and Oh’s” will be so good that you 
won't care about missing an extra hour 
of studying. The flyers are for that La- 
dybirds dance show where people are 
going to do things that should come 
with “don’t try at home” warnings. 
The blonde hair on the Blue Jay pro- 
motes the Legally Blonde musical that is 
going to get “Oh my god, oh my god 
you guys!” stuck in your head for the 
next 900 hours of your life. Go, and 
you have no idea what you might find! 


9. Try those things! 


That’s what college is for. In high 
school, you may have been the shy 
kid, the one who never spoke up. So 


a0 0. 


o 
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go fill out that tour guide application, 
yell to 60 people and get people twice 
your age to hang on to your every 
word. Join theatre and convince an 
entire audience that you're a blood- 
thirsty murderer. Never danced? Join 
an introductory ballet class. You don’t 
sport? Play club soccer and make a 
complete fool of yourself. 

It’s harder than it seems. Getting 
out of your comfort zone is going 
to take way longer than just fresh- 
man year. I’m still doing it. But this 
is where it.all starts, so take that first 
step. 


6. _ You don’t have to 
stick to your orienta- 
tion friend group. 


Right now, you might think these 
are friendships that'll last forever and 
you might even be right. But in one 
month, maybe six, you might find a 
group of people you have more in 
common with. They might be people 
in your major, study group, Greek or- 
ganization or even clubs like The News- 
Letter (see what I did there?). Just don’t 
close yourself to new friendships. 


7. Do something crazy. 


Go climb that very unsteady ladder 
to the UTL roof. Go into the steam tun- 
nels and explore the literal underbelly 
of Hopkins. Steal the Blue Jay’s shield 
(at your own risk). Don’t, however, let 
anyone define your crazy. You don't 
have to go to that frat party. Sing along 
to the Wicked soundtrack for two 
hours instead if you want to. You're not 
in Kansas anymore. What you do from 
now on is completely up to you, and 
you shouldn't be afraid to try anything. 
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To go Greek or not to go Greek: That is the question 


By JACQUI NEBER 
Managing Editor 


Greek life can be all about parties, 
paying for your friends and scandal. 
Greek life can be synonymous with 
the most worrisome evils of college. 
And Greek life can be your parents’ 
worst nightmare. 

However, Greek life at Hopkins 
doesn’t have to mean these things 
to you. 

Fraternity and sorority culture is 
a world portrayed in a largely nega- 
tive light by our media and our con- 
cerned adults. You’ve seen reruns 
of Greek and watched Animal House 
with you dad. Reports of scandals in- 
volving Greek students at campuses 
across the country have been head- 
line material for decades. To much 
of the public, fraternity and soror- 
ity life encompasses everything you 
don’t want in a college experience — 
but as a sorority member at Hopkins, 
I can say that taking the plunge into 
this unfamiliar world of letters, par- 
ties, cultures and traditions is worth 
it, even if I didn’t originally think so. 
Emerging from my strange and im- 
perfect recruitment experience, I’m 
here to explain the pros and cons of 
rushing at Hopkins. 

I’m a member of Kappa Alpha 
Theta, and I will in no way try to en- 
dorse my sorority or deflate any oth- 
ers. The advantages and detriments 
of Greek life do not depend on the 
organization you join as long as you 
avoid the voices in your head that 
might be relying too heavily on ulti- 
mately empty stereotypes. 

If you want to rush, go in with an 
open mind, and the best parts of the 
Greek community will reveal them- 


selves to you no matter which frater- 
nity or sorority you join. That I can 
promise. 


PRO: Greek life allows you to 
meet new people. 


I can’t tell you how my social cir- 
cles have expanded since joining The- 
ta. | didn’t gain 150 sisters in total;-I 
gained connections to their friends 
in other sororities and made friends 
with frat guys through our philan- 
thropy events, socials and formals. 

Before I rushed, I had my group of 
friends, and we're all still extremely 
close. But my connections have ex- 


panded and unfolded across Hop- , 


kins, and my friends now include 
incredible, influential peers I would 
not have met without Theta. 


CON: Greek life is a time and 
financial commitment. 


Being part of any fraternity or so- 
rority on campus will require attend- 
ing chapter meetings and specific 
philanthropy events — and that’s at 
the bare minimum, without any of 
the extra commitments required of 
being an officer. It’s a definite time 
commitment at any level and balanc- 
ing this with your schoolwork and 
other activities can be challenging. 

Your specific organization might 
have a points system in place that 
makes missing mandatory events a 
problem. For example, not achieving 
a particular chapter attendance per- 
centage means I can’t go to formal. 
When you go through recruitment, 
be aware of the time you'll need to 
devote to your frat or srat. Also pay 
attention to the financial commit- 
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COURTESY OF JACQUI NEBER 


Neber joined the Kappa Alpha Theta sorority as a freshman during recruitment and never looked back. 


ment of going Greek. Each organiza- 
tion has different dues, and most of- 
fer payment plans to make affording 
membership easier. 


CON: Greek life isn’t for 
everyone. 


There’s a reason the characters in 
Greek are so crazy. There’s a reason 
your dad still quotes Animal House oc- 
casionally. There’s a reason joining a 
frat or srat could be considered mom 
and dad’s worst nightmare. Being in 
Greek life could make it easier for you 
to place yourself in unsafe situations 
that could be life-altering. I’ve never 
experienced something like this sole- 
ly because I’m involved in a sorority, 
but the Greek environment at any 
school could lend itself to danger. 

This is not unique to Hopkins and 


not a result of anyone’s specific let- 
ters. It’s a result of cultural malprac- 
tice (and, in some cases, unfair ste- 
reotyping) that organizations across 
the country are working to change. 
Before joining the Greek community, 
be aware of what you're comfortable 
with and whether you want to poten- 
tially take that risk. 


PRO: Greek life changes you. 


At Hopkins, we have what’s con- 
sidered “Greek life lite.” With only: 
five Panhellenic sororities and less 
fraternities than at larger schools, a 
lot of people in Greek life know each 
other. A lot of people, including me, 
can tell you that no matter their or- 
ganization, going Greek is one of 
the best things to happen to them at 
Hopkins! 
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Lile as a rhinitis student at Hopkins 


From study spots to moral support, these tips for humanities lovers have your needs completely covered 


By KELSEY KO 
News & Features Editor 


Cozy up and caffeinate in Gilman 
Hall. If you bump into any humanities 
major — or any major at Hopkins, actu- 
ally — they'll tell you that Gilman Hall, 
the oldest building on campus and 
home to the humanities, is the perfect 
quiet study spot. Grab a coffee or fresh 
baked good at Café Alkimia and either 
take a seat in the brightly lit atrium 
with its futuristic ceiling lights or snug- 
gle up in the huge leather chairs of the 
HUT as the spirits of old Renaissance 
men immortalized in the tall stained- 
glass windows watch over you. 

Baltimore bookstores are your 
best friend. Our bustling city has a 
serious history. If you dare to ven- 
ture outside of the Hopkins bubble 
(and you should), you'll find yourself 
stumbling across treasure troves of 
books scattered throughout the city. 
Red Emma’s, a self-described “radi- 
cal bookstore, vegan/vegetarian res- 
taurant and coffee roaster” contains 
a wealth of books you wouldn’t find 
at your average Barnes & Noble, 
many of which explore of sex, race, 
economy, and politics in ways you 
wouldn’t imagine. Charlotte Elliott 
& The Bookstore Next Door also has 
lots of cool antiques, used books and 
hidden gems for your book collec- 
tion and dorm room. Expand your 
humanistic horizons! 

Prepare to be independent in 
your schoolwork. One thing you'll 
notice within your first few weeks 
on campus is that the STEM ma- 
jors are very collaborative. When 
your friends taking calculus and 
orgo can talk and work together on 


problem sets in Brody, don’t be dis- 
mayed if you find yourself having to 
put in some headphones and do all 
the reading and writing assigned 
for your humanities classes on your 
own. This is a uniquely humanities 
struggle. Take joy in the fact that you 
can still work around them, but ac- 
cept that you'll probably be off in a 
world of your own, because reading 
articles and books and writing es- 
says are independent activities. 

Take advantage of small class 
sizes. Unlike the huge intro classes 
for the sciences or mathematics, 
classes in the humanities almost 
always have less than 20 people in 
them, which forces you to participate 
in class discussions. Your professor 
will even call on you by name, be- 
cause most language classes and in- 
troductory humanities classes have 
only 18 people in them! If you've al- 
ways been a shy student, speak up in 
class. Analyze that metaphor, voice 
your opinion about the implications 
of this piece of text, or that bit of evi- 
dence. And for the love of god, go to 
office hours. Meeting with your pro- 
fessor and putting in that effort will 
make a huge difference in how you 
perform on essays and tests. 

Don’t just read. We've all heard it 
before from our high school English 
teacher: Engage with the text and be an 
active reader! If you were the student 
who cruised through high school with 
minimal effort, you can’t pull that off 
in college. When youre sleep-deprived, 
bogged down with work and have ex- 
tracurriculars in the back of your mind, 
it’s so easy to “read” a couple pages 
of your assignment and realize you 
haven't truly digested any of the ma- 
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terial. But you'll soon learn that most 
of what you learn is done outside of 
class. Highlight, take notes, scribble 
in the margins, do anything to make 
sure your mind is at 100 percent when 
you're reading for class. 

Revel in the fact that you won’t 
have as many exams. The humanities 
are about essays on essays on essays, 
baby. When your other friends are 
crying because they have to relearn 
all the material from their course 
during reading period, take comfort 
in the fact that you can set your own 
schedule. Caffeinate, hole up in a nice 


* cubicle on B-Level of Brody,and start 


banging out that 6 page essay on Pla- 
to’s Republic. 

Always remember that a humani- 
ties education still has value in our 


data-driven world. To quote Robin 
Williams in the movie Dead Poets So- 
ciety, “We don’t read and write poetry 
because it’s cute. We read and write 
poetry because we are members of 
the human race. And the human race 
is filled with passion. And medicine, 
law, business, engineering, these are 
noble pursuits and necessary to sus- 
tain life. But poetry, beauty, romance, 
love, these are what we stay alive for.” 
An education in the humanities will 
not teach you how to organize your life 
in numbers, theorems and productiv- 
ity, but it will teach you the beauty of 
seeing life as something undiscover- 
able and uncategorizable. In higher 
education’s pursuit of bringing depth 
and enrichment into our lives, the hu- 
manities will never stop short. 


FILEPHOTO ~ 


The stained glass windows in Gilman Hall's Hutzler Reading Room attract many humanities majors. 
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Join that club! A ite of student groups 


By GILLIAN LELCHUK 


( yy unions Editor 


Hopkins is home to a huge number 
of clubs and extracurricular activities, 
so we decided to highlight just a few 
of them. Take a look at what the mem- 
bers have to say about their groups, 
and be sure to check out the Student 
Involvement Fair on Sept. 9! 


Ex Numera (Math Club) 
“Ex Numera is_a community of 
undergraduate students at JHU who 
share an interest in mathematics. 
Members come to events such as Sil- 
ver Screens and Blackboards where 
we show movies and then have a guest 
lecturer explain the mathematics men- 
tioned in the film. Members are intro- 
duced to different fields of mathemati- 
cal research by attending seminars 
hosted by JHU graduate students.” 
—Bilyana Tzolova and David carly 
Co-Presidents 


Notes of Ranvier 

“The Notes of Ranvier is Johns 
Hopkins’s only community service a 
cappella group. We strive to produce 
our best sound while serving both the 
Hopkins and Baltimore communities. 
Being a member of the Notes of Ran- 
vier means being a part of not only ana 
cappella group, but also a family. When 
_we're not practicing, you can always 


find members studying or grabbing _ 


dinner together. In addition to rehears- 
als, our commitments involve perfor- 
mances on the Hopkins campus, com- 
munity service trips, and a weekend 
retreat each semester.” 

— Sabrina Palazzolo, 

Business Director 


Baja 
“Hopkins Baja is a team of under- 
graduates that design, build, and race a 


single-seat off-road vehicle every year. 

“Team members will acquire a va- 
riety of skills from using CAD soft- 
wares, to testing methods, to weld- 
ing. There is no prior experience 
necessary, but being motivated and 
passionate about learning, question- 
ing, and experiencing new things is 
a must. 

“We are also always looking for 
non-engineers as well, 
those interested in marketing.” 

— Anna Goodridge, Captain 


Quidditch 

“Johns Hopkins Quidditch aims 
to foster a sense of community and 
friendly competition among the Hop- 
kins community. We bring together 
jocks, geeks and everyone in between 
in our adrenaline-based bonding ef- 
forts. Camaraderie and fun competi- 
tion are always top priority. 

“Members of the team are just as 
likely to build each other up as they 
are to bring each other groundward 
with a dodgeball to the knees. - 

“In addition, we are not a f*cking 
Harry Potter fan club. We are simply 
an intramural conglomeration some 
of whose members happen to know a 
wide range of Harry Potter facts.” 

— Ryan Kunzer, President 


Film Society 

“The JHU Film Society aims to 
promote film culture in the Johns 
Hopkins and Baltimore communities 
through events and programming 
that encourage discussion of and ap- 
preciation for film. 

“Film Society members attend 
our weekly meetings, where we talk 
about the movies we watched the 
previous week, plan for upcoming FS 
events and screenings, and generally 
have a grand time.” 

— Gillian Waldo, Co-Director 
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SARU 

“The Johns Hopkins University Sex- 
ual Assault Resource Unit (GARU) is a 
student run advocacy group that sup- 
ports all survivors of sexual violence 
and works to dismantle rape culture. 
We hold events throughout the year and 
offer a 24/7 peer-run crisis hotline (410- 
516-7887). SARU members all share a 
passionate interest in sexual assault edu- 
cation and acknowledge the importance 
of providing resources for sexual assault 
survivors in the Hopkins community.” 

— Saakshi Suri and Christine Fei, 

Co-Directors 


English Club 

“The English Club is an undergrad- 
uate student association that organizes 
social and academic events through- 
out the academic year. The club’s goals 
are to facilitate networking among 
undergraduates, graduates, and pro- 
fessors and to bring literature to the 
forefront of the Hopkins community. 
The club organizes a range of events 
with a literary theme and an annual 
English Club BBQ at the end of the 
spring semester. It lets English majors 
and interested non-majors socialize 
and connect outside of the classroom.” 

— Jessica Terekhov, Co-President 


JHOC 

“The Johns Hopkins Outdoors Club 
(JHOC) is a student-run organization, 
founded on a passion and respect for 
the environment, which leads free, fun, 
safe and wild excursions into the out- 
doors. Specialties include hiking, back- 
packing, caving, canoeing, mountain 
biking and climbing! Our mission is 
to help Hopkins’ students and faculty 
foster an appreciation for the natural 
world, develop technical and leader- 
ship skills, promote personal growth, 
and maintain the JHOC spirit based 
on tradition and history. We also try to 


bring some of that spirit to on-campus 
events like bike tune-ups or outdoors 
movie screenings. Our motto sums it 
up: Come Get Dirty with JHOC.” 

— Elana Stroud, Director 


Temps d’A frique 

“As the only African dance troupe, 
we strive to show the diversity of 
African culture through dance, and 
we are always looking to bring the 
energy on stage in new and interest- 
ing ways! I think one of the. biggest 
misconceptions about TDA is that it 
is only for a certain group of people. 
But the truth is, what makes our team 
special is that anyone can join, and I 
do mean anyone. You don’t have to 
be a dancer either. Most of us didn’t 
start that way. We grow in practice. 
We have a lot of fun, and it is one of 
the best ways to exercise while de- 
stressing. But at the same time we 
put in work and we are serious-about 
what we do. We drill and we practice 
until everyone nails it. There is a level 
of commitment that needs to be there. 
You gotta want it.” 

— Kemi Oguntona, Member 


Girl Scouts 

“The Girl Scouts Mission: Girl Scout- 
ing builds girls of courage, confidence, 
and character, who make the world 
a better place. We hope to build these 
qualities in our troop members. Young 
girls specifically need support to grow 
into empowered women, and we hope 
to bring them support and encourage- 
ment. Girl Scouts is a part of Barclay 
Elementary’s after school program. 
Afternoon programs are important for 
children living in a city, especially if 
their parents are still at work. We cur- 
rently lead Daisies (K-Ist grade) and 
Brownies (2nd-3rd grade) troops at Bar- 
clay Elementary School.” 

— Frempongma Wadee, Member 
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The Oificial Hopkins Ant-Survival Guide 


By CATHERINE PALMER 


Managing Editor 


2. Using “What | did over the ; 
I. Socializing mF” as an Icebreaker 9, Going . IBS 


“Pil be in my bedroom making no noise 
'vand pretending that I don’t exist.” 


COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PCITURES COUPE? ‘OF NBC COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES 
Harry's really popular, so this Unless you won four gold medals in Rio, no one cares. You have more important things to worry 
must be a good tactic. about, like hitting the snooze button. 


Koommate bonding = 9. Hirting 


“I'm hopeless and awkward 


and desperate for love!” 


COURTESY OF WALT DISNEY PICTURES/PIXAR ANIMATION STUDIOS 


COURTESY OF NBC 
Don't overdo it. It’s not endearing. It’s creepy. Some people say you only fail if you don’t try, 


they are lying. 
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6. Choosing a major 7. That feeling of complete intimidation 


“The top 64 women I've slept t with. This tournament will | a Hal Relatemelna(ome i colalelalel Mlelicmealeactlaiteacialiaaelate 
systematically narrow down which girl has the most cause I told the school nurse | was feeling flu-ish just so 
to hate my au Last gil standing has to be the sabateur. | could go home and change.” 
COURTESY OF CRS COURTESY OF FREEFORM 
Just replace girls that are “dead in the eyes with an aura Get used to it. Some people are just better than you. 


of self-loathing and despair” with areas of study. 


0. Drunk dialing 9. Dating Ne rua 


, = 


“T don’t want someone f 
i brave and gentle and os “Isn't the true mar k ar, intelli- 
ae begun a | strong! Bea him!” - gence being able to admit what 
Give gone and thrown own oer a q | FA e you don't RNOW 243 a 
COURTESY OF QUEEN OFFICIAL COURTESY OF HBO COURTESY OF ABC 
Friends don’t let friends call We're a mid-size school the dating Amen, Mitch. Professors just 

their parents after 2 a.m. options are limited. But leave any Joffreys don’t understand. 
on Arya’s list not yours. 
The Cover-Letter 
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By SHERRY KIM 
News & Features Editor 


The restaurant’ scene in Charles 
Village is filled with an eclectic mix 
of cuisines and cultures, if you know 
where to look. 

Less than a‘five-minute walk off 
campus, Saint Paul Street-alone of- 
fers a number of options when you 
desperately want to get something 
different, but don’t have the time to 
go too far. In addition to the line of 
familiar franchises, including Sub- 
way, Potbelly, Chipotle, and Pizza 
Studio, there are other distinct res- 
taurants in the area. 


Tamber’s 

The fifties-inspired diner, Tam- 
ber’s Restaurant, provides a mix 
of classic American diner food and 
Indian food all in one menu. Their 
bacon cheeseburger is likely to be 
just as delicious as their Tandoori 
shrimp. 


Masala Kitchen 

Another restaurant that offers af- 
fordable Indian cuisine, with both 
vegetarian and non-vegetarian op- 
tions is Masala. Their $9.99 lunch 
buffet includes the chicken tikka 
masala, palak paneer, unlimited 
naan bread, and more. 


Eddie’s Market & Uni Mini 


For simple groceries or a to-go ° 


meal, you can stop by the Univer- 
sity Market or Eddie’s Market, also 
located along the same street. Open 
24-hours, the University Market is a 
particular student favorite for those 
looking to grab a bite at a later hour, 
when everywhere else is closed. 


Carma’s Café 
Across the street, Carma’s Café 
offers a great brunch menu, and 
their grilled cheese with the side 


of creamy tomato basil soup is a lo- 
cal favorite. On sunny days, you can 
lounge around outside sipping on 
their signature lavender lemonade 
and chomping on one of their home- 
made muffins or a scone. 


Niwana 

Down another block, Niwana Res- 
taurant specializes in both Japanese 
and Korean cuisine, featuring a su- 
shi and ramen bar. They offer a spe- 
cial lunch menu ‘until 3 p.m. daily, 
which includes bento boxes, sushi 
and maki roll combinations and en- 
trées with everything from Korean 
bibim bap to Japanese yaki soba. 


One World Café 

On the other side of campus, 
across from the Hopkins stadium, 
One World Café is known for its veg- 
etarian, vegan and gluten-free cours- 
es. They even offer vegan dessert 
cakes. Their brunch menu is a classic 
favorite, and their Deluxe Nachos are 
a must-try. ; 


Chocolatea 
A couple blocks around the corner, 
Chocolatea Café & Tea Lounge offers 
a variety of fun selections from coco- 
lattes, teas and gourmet Swiss truf- 
fles to an array of sandwiches, salads 
and Asian rice and noodle bowls. 


Gertrude’s 

For a higher price range, Ger- 
trude’s offers the best of Baltimore’s 
Chesapeake cuisine. The crab cakes 
are a popular favorite, and the res- 
taurant is booming during weekend 
brunch hours. Adjoined to the Bal- 
timore Museum of Art (BMA), Ger- 
trude’s offers a beautiful view over- 
looking the BMA’s outdoor sculpture 
garden. In your first few weeks at the 
University, it is worth setting aside a 
day to visit the BMA, and finish off 
the visit with a hearty meal at Ger- 
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Papermoon 
Diner 

A Baltimore 
favorite since 
its establish- 
ment in 1994, 
the Papermoon 
Diner is one of 
the —_ quirkiest 
establishments 
around. Located 
in. Remington, 
there is a bit of 
a walk to get to 
there. However, 
visiting the res- 
taurant is an 
experience in it- 
self, as the deco- 
rations are unlike anything you may 
have seen before. 

The diner’s colorful exterior will 
catch your eye as you approach, and 
as soon as you step inside, you will 
immediately be greeted by even more 
color and unexpected paraphernalia. 
Plastic disembodied limbs, Pez dis- 
pensers, old barbie dolls and figu- 
rines are all a part of the décor. The 
food itself also draws a heavy crowd, 
and during peak hours for weekend 
brunch, there may be some waiting 
time. 

Described as “comfort food meets 
Baltimore with a twist,” the diner of- 
fers a diverse menu with both veg- 
etarian and non-vegetarian options. 


Hopkins Dinning Halls 

Headed by the Bon Appétit Man- 
agement Company, the major on- 
campus dining locations include the 
Fresh Food Café (FFC), The Market at 
Levering, Charles Street Market and 
Bamboo Café. 

The FFC is a long-standing fresh- 
man _ favorite, boasting its all-you- 
care-to-eat options, with a variety 


A Foodie's Guide to Charles Village 


COURTESY OF SHERRY KIM 
Carma’s Cafe is a favorite mainstay of the Charles Village dining scene. 


of breakfast, lunch, dinner and even 
late night options. 

The Market at Levering is a popu- 
lar lunch destination on campus, as 
its hours are from 11 a.m. to 2 p-m., 


"Monday through Friday. There are a 


number of food stations, including a 
salad bar, pizza station and rice and 


_ noodle bow] station, among other se- 


lections. 

In the Charles Street Market, there 
are grocery items available, includ- 
ing fresh produce, along with the 
Meals in a Minute station and Crépe 
Studio. 

The Bamboo Café offers a variety 
of Asian cuisines. Dishes include su- 
shi rolls and ramen noodle bowls, as 
well as bubble tea and mochi green 
tea ice cream for dessert. The Bam- 
boo Café also hosts Sushi Happy 
Hour from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 

The Daily Grind, which can be 
found both on the first level of Brody 
Learning Commons and inside of 
Mudd Atrium, and Café Alkimia lo- 
cated inside Gilman Hall, offer sim- 
ple to-go options on campus from 
coffee to lunch and snacks. 
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(in the JHMI: Where to eat along the 


By AUDREY HOLT 
Copy Editor 


For anyone new to Baltimore, and 
for anyone who’s been around for a 
few years but wants to change up their 
food routine, here’s a tour of some of 
the restaurants you might have been 
missing near the off-campus stops of 
the JHMI shuttle route. 


Medical Campus 


Atwater’s Café — $$ 
855 N Wolfe Street 


Atwater’s will satisfy just about any 
craving you could be struck with dur- 
ing just about any season. Full breakfast 
plates and cappuccinos give way to corn 
chowder, cheeseburgers, Scottish pies 
and ice cream. There are plenty of op- 
tions for food on the go, including sand- 
wiches served on Atwater’s’ homestyle 
breads (which they also sell by the loaf). 


Peabody 


Dooby’s — $$ 
802 N Charles Street 


Dooby’s sits on the opposite side of 
the Washington Monument from the 
Peabody Institute and Library. This Ko- 
rean-inspired café doesn’t cut any cor- 
ners, either on quality or design, and 
the interior of exposed brick and local 
artwork is almost as inviting as the 
pork buns, ramen and avocado toast. 


The Helmand — $$ 
806 N Charles Street 


Right next door to Dooby’s, the 
Helmand has been a Baltimore staple 
for the last 25 years. Serving fine Af- 
ghan cuisine, the restaurant is ideal 
for date night or post-midterm cele- 
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bration. Owned by Qayum Karzai, the 
elder brother of former Afghan Presi- 
dent Hamid Karzai, The Helmand fea- 
tures dishes perfectly spiced with ev- 
erything from cardamon to sun-dried 
apricot. 


The Bun Shop — $ 
239 W Read Street 


Come for the buns, stay for the Viet- 
namese coffee. The Bun Shop is open 
until 3 am. if you're looking to get 
some serious studying done. Yes, the 
coffee is that strong (and smooth), and 


the ham and Gruyére pastries are that 


motivational. 
Penn Station 


Brewer's Art — $$$ Upstairs, 
$$ Downstairs 
1106 N Charles Street 


This dual-level restaurant has a bar 
on each floor, serving up their house 
beers on tap alongside delicious food 
both upstairs and down. Despite the 
name, Brewer's Art isn’t just about the 
beer. Their rosemary garlic fries are the 
perfect bar food, and their creative en- 
trées are just as delicious if you're look- 
ing to splurge. 


Tapas Teatro — $$ 
1711 N Charles Street 


Tapas Teatro is a high-energy small 
plates restaurant directly adjoining The 
Charles Theatre. The small-plates for- 
mat makes this a flexible place to stop 
for both light meals and hours-long con- 


versations over ingredients as diverse 


as quail eggs and spicy croquettes. Plus, 
it’s a great late-night stop-off for anyone 
on the way back to campus from D.C. 
(especially on Tuesdays, when sangria 
pitchers are only $10). 
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Parts gj Labor is a butcher shop and restaurant in Remington that features locally-sourced meat. 


Station North 


Lost City Diner — $$ 
1730 N Charles Street 


Only a few feet further toward North 
Avenue than Tapas Teatro, Lost City em- 
braces and embodies the diner aesthetic, 
with great milkshakes, burgers, late- 
night pancakes and a chrome rocket 
ship hanging from the ceiling. © 


Red Emma's — $ 
30 W North Avenue 


The worker cooperative Red Em- 
ma’s is one of the jewels of the Station 
North area, describing themselves as 
“radical” and their food as “socially 
responsible.” More specifically, they 
serve vegan and vegetarian food like 
falafel platters and blackberry and 
cream cakes, along with monthly sal- 
ad and pasta specials. Keep an eye on 
their calendar for events from poetry 
readings to discussions about mosqui- 


to Snes 
27th Street 


Charmington’s — $ 
2601 N Howard Street 


Charmington’s is a wonderfully 
out-of-the-way place for coffee and to 
get work done. Communal tables and _ 
“Powerhouse” sandwiches will keep 
you going when the drink specials 
like Lavender Hot Chocolate just aren’t 
enough. 


Parts & Labor — $$$ 
2600 N Howard Street 
| 

The butcher shop portion of Parts 
& Labor sells locally sourced, pasture- 
raised meats, and the quality comes 
through in their restaurant fare as 
well. Lunch is served through the 
butcher shop, and the restaurant side 
serves dinner, including a range of 
their best cuts and cheese boards. 
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The six types of Hopkins professors as chairs 


By ROLLIN HU 


News & Features Editor 


There are a lot of different types of 
chairs. There also are a lot of different 
types of professors at Hopkins. Here’s 
what would happen if some of those 
professors became chairs. Or maybe 
these chairs turned into professors. 
How do metaphors even work any- 
way? 


1. Lecture hall chair 


This professor is that chair right 
there. No, it’s two to the left of that 
one. I mean my left, your right. Okay, 
and then a row up. Wait, never mind, 
that’s not it. Maybe you would be able 
to figure it out if you would actually 
go to class and meet this professor. 
It’s okay if you don’t go though. This 
professor only sees you as an empty 
chair too. 


2. Those rocking chairs in 
Mudd Hall 


Rocking chairs may be old-fash- 
ioned, but by no means are they ob- 
solete or out-of-date. This professor 
carries years of tested experience 
and is able to relate that to you ina 
steady, calm fashion. They may be 
a little repetitive or redundant, but 


that’s just to make sure you know ° 


what's going on. 


3. The random colorful 
chairs on the Gilman quad 


These chairs are bright and funky 
and pretty much great. They’re just 
chilling around and let you just chill 
around. The same characteristics ap- 
ply to this professor. They want you 
to be happy and experience the sun 
and the shade and the fresh air. They 
give out readings that are actually 
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Some Hopkins professors display the same qualities as Mudd Hall’s old-fashioned rocking chairs. 
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ones you want 
to read. They 
are really flex- 
ible and avail- 
able for you, so 
don’t hesitate 
to get to know 
these wonderful 


people. 


4. This old 
stool I found 
in the sketchy 
basement of 
some  build- 
ing ; 


This stool is | 
so old that it has 
the imprint of 
Daniel Coit Gil- 
man’s buttocks 
on the seat. This professor is the defi- 
nition of the word “tenure” and has 
been here long before our Univer- 
sity became an integral part of the 
military-industrial complex. The lec- 
tures are kind of half-assed (note the 
photo) and the information taught is 
significantly out of date. Also, don’t 
bother going to office hours. Like 
this stool, you're probably not going 
to find where they are. 


5. Those couches in the 
Hutzler Reading Room that 
face the window 


These couches are great. They 
are comfortable, distinguished and 
overlook a horizon of greenery. The 
Huztler Reading Room is fantastic, 
with tall, west-facing stained glass 


windows and great portraits of past 


university faculty. This professor 
prepares you for everything you 
need to know in life in a way that is 
both interesting and fulfilling. On 
top of that, they will write a recom- 
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An old stool found in a basement would not make for a competent professor. 


mendation letter and provide career 
networks that will broaden your ho- 
rizons past the window of Hopkins 
to the outer world. 


6. The chairs in the Brody 
reading room 


These chairs are actually just reg- 
ular chairs. There is nothing of note 
to them. Except for the fact that they 
are in the Brody reading room. A 
chair in the reading room is coveted 
real estate where students atavistical- 
ly regress, lose all sense of humanity 
and cut each other’s throats to secure 
a seat. This professor is nothing spe- 
cial, just like these chairs. Yet, he or 
she inspires the notorious culture of 
competitiveness at Hopkins, which 
the admissions office shuns as taboo. 
Whether they only grade at the right 
half of a bell curve or weigh par- 
ticipation at 50 percent of your final 
grade, these professors should prob- 
ably be teaching a class on natural 
selection. 
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By MORGAN OME 


Layout Editor 


Here at Hopkins, we take study- 
ing seriously. We’re notorious for 
being a university filled with hard- 
working students who are willing 
to dedicate a good portion, if not all, 
of their time to academics. Fittingly, 
we have a plethora of study spots to 
choose from within our beautiful 
campus, so whether you like a silent 
spaces or social settings, group work 
or independent learning, there is a 
perfect place for you. 


Hutzler Reading Room 


Nicknamed “The Hut,” the read- 
ing room in Gilman is the ideal spot to 
knock out an essay, finish your great 
American novel or simply spend the 
day with your nose in a book. The 
reading room is best for students who 
prefer a quiet environment, but don’t 
want to be completely isolated from 
their peers. 

The open and spacious room has 
big tables where you can spread your 
materials out without feeling claustro- 
phobic or cramped. If you have time, 
situate yourself in one of the super 
comfy leather chairs in front of one of 
the stained glass windows and settle in 
for a long stretch of silent reading or a 
quick nap between classes. 


Brody Learning Commons 


Brody is one of the busiest and most 
popular study spots on campus, and for 
good reason. Tons of students flock to 
Brody because it has a social vibe, mak- 
ing it ideal for group studying. Reserve a 
room and work out your equations and 
problems by scrawling over the win- 
dows and whiteboards or take a study 
break and perfect your doodling skills 
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The Hutzler Reading Room in Gilman Hall is a favorite tranquil study space for many students. 


(like the rest of us do). 

When you can’t keep your eyes open, 
head to the Brody Café for a fancy cof- 
fee drink like a Jitterbug or a Ferrero Ro- 
cher. In the mornings, grab a hot break- 
fast sandwich — just make sure to get 
there early because the bagels sell out 
fast! Brody is open 24/7, so if you're in 
a sticky situation and absolutely need to 
pull an all-nighter, this building is your 
savior. 


Milton S. Eisenhower Library 


When you have midterms or finals 
coming up, your best bet is to head to 
the library. Open until 3 a.m., MSE has 
got your back for your research and 
printing needs. It also has many levels 
to explore. The upper levels are great 
for casual studying or chatting with 
friends. However, if you have work 
that requires a lot of focusing, don’t 
expect to get much done because it can 
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get quite loud. 

For those times where you really 
need to buckle down, set yourself up 
in a cubicle on a lower level where it'll 
be absolutely silent and free of distrac- 
tions. But remember to come up for 
air; hours in D-Level aren’t good for 
anyone’s health. With the diversity of 
environments, the library has a place 
to please everyone, dedicated studiers 
and social butterflies. 


Gilman Atrium 


This bright and airy spot is a favorite 
location for many students to chat with 
professors or catch up with friends over 
an excellent cup of coffee and a fancy 
pastry. Alkimia, the cafe adjacent to the 
atrium, serves up amazing sandwiches 
and salads, but the student favorite is 
definitely their empanadas. This is the 
ideal place for engaging in lively de- 
bates or collaborating with classmates 


for group projects. The atrium can get 
pretty noisy during the day, but the 
continuous stream of conversation and 
energy create a stimulating and fun en- 
vironment that is enjoyable to immerse 
yourself within. 


Mudd Atrium 


When you need to go a little bit off 
the beaten path, check out the Mudd 
Atrium. This space houses an eclectic 
mix of seating, so you can choose what 
suits you best from tall, bar-style chairs 
to plush red couches and the nice col- 
lection of rocking chairs. The big glass 
windows make it a perfect place to get 
some heavy reading and problem sets 
done on a rainy (or sunny) day. Grab a 
latte from The Daily Grind and settle 
down in a rocking chair while you pe- 
ruse your textbooks. 

But be prepared for constant inter- 
ruption by tour groups. Soon you'll 
have no problem spouting off their 
speeches word for word. The Mudd 
Atrium has a quiet, coffee-shop vibe 
that will make any afternoon spent 
studying feel cozy and calm. 


Your Dorm Room 


Studying in your dorm can be a 
tricky business because you have all 
the comforts of home within reach 
and the temptation to procrastinate 
grows exponentially. Instead of trying 
to study in your room, use it to relax 
and take a much needed break from 
your work. 

Sometimes you just want to take a 
nap in your own bed or watch Netflix 
or make some Easy Mac and chill out. 
So make a cup of tea. Eat some instant 
ramen. Binge watch a few episodes of 
your favorite show. Then head back out 
there and get back to studying feeling 
refreshed and revived. 
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Preposterous! Actual Hopkins students actually having fun? Should we all run for cover? 


By VERONICA REARDON 
Your Weekend Editor 


As you probably already know, 
Hopkins students never have fun. We 
don’t think about anything but the 
MCAT (or the GRE, or the LSAT, oh 
my), working hard, avoiding failure, 
Ronnie D (praise be unto him), tend- 
ing to our constantly growing pile of 
homework, and of course avoiding 
failure. Like rats in a maze, we skit- 
ter around the MSE Library for four 


years, give or take one, then leave as 
the merciless, fun-hating automatons 
that Hopkins has trained us to be. 

Now, despite the fact that everyone 
knows the aforementioned truth, there 
are some vicious lies you might hear 
about what really goes on at Hopkins. 
While rumor may have it that there are 
“lacrosse games,” “soccer games,” and 
in fact, many kinds of “games,” this is 
simply not true. Even if there were to 
be a “game” on “Homewood Field,” no 
one would go. 


Another absurd thing you'll hear 
about is outdoors trips run by Outdoors 
Pusuits (OP) and the Johns Hopkins 
Outdoors Club (JHOC). I know, how ri- 
diculous! They will tantalize you with 
promises of rock climbing, kayaking, 
canoeing, hiking and caving. Do not 
believe them! Do not sign up for these 
trips because they do not exist. 

Some people will even tell you 
there’s sledding on the Beach in the 
winter sometimes. Sledding? The 
Beach? In the winter, when everyone 
knows that you are supposed to spend 
all your free time stressing about your 
imminent failure? Ha! 

The most ridiculous thing I’ve 
heard is that Hopkins students go off 
campus. Everyone knows that Balti- 
more is waaaayyyy too dangerous and 
scary to do that, and also Baltimore 
might be a fun city. We don’t have fun 
here. We certainly don’t go to fun Bal- 
timore things like Bike Party. 

Another warning I have for you 
is about the mythical festival called 
“Spring Fair.” Do NOT, I repeat, do not 
believe this lie. So-called Spring Fair is 
a beautiful falsity, a weekend in April 
where everyone on campus is “happy” 
and “outside” and “eating chicken-on- 
stick” from “food trucks.” I know, how 
could anyone expect you to believe 
that? Hopkins students? 


There are even rumors of a concert 
during Spring Fair. Do not believe these 
rumors. Like all of the other fun things 
you will hear about, they are lies. 

In summary, despite many indica- 
tions to the contrary, we all know that 
the way of life at Hopkins is, as the 
well-known rhyme goes, never, ever, 
ever any fun whatsoever. Get ready 
for four years with your nose to the 
grindstone! And again — no fun. Ever. 


At Hopkins, no matter what you hear, 


it simply does not exist. 


Want to join the newspaper? We're looking for writers, 
photographers, copy editors, illustrators, webmasters 
and people to join our business/marketing team. Contact 
managing @jhunewsletter.com for more info! 
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Student spotlight: Naadiya Hutchinson’s summer in Uganda 


By MEAGAN PEOPLES 


Voices Editor 


Selfdescribed “coastal person,” 
Naadiya Hutchinson chose to spend 
her summer in the second most popu- 
lous landlocked country in the world: 
Uganda. Working with the Rakai Health 
and Sciences Program, Hutchinson has 
been spending her precious time away 
from school researching HIV and work- 
ing on her documentary on black iden- 
tity. Though she didn’t know what to 
expect coming into the job, she came to 
love her time there as well as the many 
people she met and befriended. 

The Rakai district is the origin of HIV/ 
AIDs in Uganda. Her work involved 
writing guidelines for how to notify a 
loved one that you have HIV/AIDS for 
the World Health Organization. 

“We do data analysis around inter- 
views to get people's opinions and feel- 
ings on partner notification. We realized 
a lot of people talked about violence... 


COURTESY OF NAADIYA HUTCHINSON 
Hutchinson worked to improve public health this summer in Uganda. 


when notifying their partner that they 
had HIV,” she said. 

This thread of violence she found 
throughout her interviews went on to 
inform a second study on which age 
groups experience the most violence. 
Hutchinson said that one of things 
which shocked her most about the 
country was the prevalence of violence 
at all levels of a relationship. 

“It’s almost like a social norm that 
people beat their wives or that wives 
beat their husbands. That violence is a 
normal part of a relationship. So I think 
that’s one of the hardest things that I’ve 
really struggled with, is how much vio- 
lence is seen in relationships.” 

Despite challenges along the way, 
Hutchinson came to really enjoy her 
time in the country and the people 
she met there. It is the little things, 
Hutchinson says, that surprised her, 
the small differences between Ameri- 
can and Ugandan culture which she 
wasn't expecting. 
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“Electricity goes out a lot, which af- 
fects the water so you don't get hot show- 
ers all the time and you have to boil the 
water before you drink it so you don’t get 
sick,” she said. “But at the same time you 
can see all the stars in the sky. I'd take a 
cold shower just to be able to actually see 
how beautiful this world is.” 

This difference in expectations and 
reality is part of what Hutchinson dealt 
with in her documentary which explores 
the phrase “Go back to Africa.” 

“T might be black, but I'm not as dark 
as the other people around, and I don't 
speak [the language], so they call me 
‘mzungu’ and ‘mzungu’ means white 
person. So you go to Africa to be called 
a white person?” Hutchinson said. “I'd 
say a very common thing [people spoke 
about] is being a minority in a place 
where you should be a ma- 
jority.” 

However, though many 
of the people she inter- 
viewed felt like outsiders in 
Uganda, Hutchinson said 
that there is a difference be- 
tween this feeling and the 
distance felt by many black 
Americans in the U.S. 

“Colorism isn’t as impor- 
tant here as it is in the US. 
I might be a ‘mzungu, and 
that might mean that peo- 
ple could think that they 
could rob me more, but it’s 
not like the government 
is going to treat me differ- 
ently, it’s not like Iam going 
to be treated differently in 
the school systems and the 
housing market and any- 
thing like that as compared 
to the US, where a lot of 
blacks feel that and are ex- 
periencing a lot of racism,” 
she said. 
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Hutchinson spoke about the Ugandan 


people, contrasting both the social injus-_,_ 


tices against the LGBT+ community and 
women against the open and welcoming 
attitudes that she experienced first hand. 
“People were sharing umbrellas, and 
people were sharing drinks and I think 
like this was the moment that I felt like, 
Africa was home, like I could live here 
forever and I'd be fine because home 
isn’t really the place. It’s more like the 
people and when so many people are 
so welcoming and so friendly, it’s re- 
ally easy for a place to feel like home.” 
Hutchinson said, describing an African 
music festival she attended as one of the 
best moments she had experienced. 


Hutchinson is already planning on ~ 


going back to Uganda next summer to 
continue her work. 


BURMESEDAYSJCC BY-SA 3.0 


Uganda is a small central African nation with big problems. 
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Get to know The News-Letter 


Abby Biesman 

Chief Business Officer 
International Studies and 
Economics, 2018 


Show you're currently 
binging: 7he Office (al- 
ways watching it on re- 
peat) 

“False assumption people 
make about you: On oc- 
casion, people tell me | 
am chill. 


Diva Pal 


ay 
Physics a English, 
ICS minor, 2019 


Dubray Kinney 
Arts Editor 
Public Health Studies, 


2017 
gst thing you googled 
heap cused hid tke Most common 7-11 pur- 


fev ea ee 3) chase: Honey-buns 


- ed ; Album you had on repeat 
: all summer: Vic Mensa, 
ogo wfatpartston eat) here's Alot Going On 
Did This Get Made? 
; False assumption people 
- j make about you: People 
J think I'm Rick Ross. 
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Andrew Johnson 

Sports Editor 

History and International 
Studies, 2017 


Album you had on re- 
peat all summer: Drake, 
Views 

Last thing you googled: 
“Clinton vs. Trump poll” 
False assumption people 
make about you: I'm a 
lacrosse player. 
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Elizabeth Liu 

Science & Tech Editor 
Public Health Studies, 
2017 


Most common 7-11 pur- 
chase: Hot Cheetos 

Last thing you googled: 
“Wes Anderson films, 
ranked” 

Show you're currently 
binging: South Park 

Last event you went to 
off campus: Moonrise 
Festival 
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editors... 


Writing Seminars 
English, Philosophy 


Album you had on repeat 
all summer: Lake Street } 


Last event you went to 


| Mulberry Madness 
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Gillian Lelchuk 

Opinions Editor 

Writing Seminars and 
Mathematics, 

WGS minor, 2018 


Last thing you googled: 
“Pokemon go Pokemon 
type advantages” 

Most common 7-11 pur- 
chase: Brookside choco- 
late covered fruit flavors 
Show you're currently 
binging: The X-Files 


Cindy Jiang 

Photography Editor 
Chemistry and Public 
Health Studies, 2018 


Last thing you googled: 
“how do you check the last 
thing you googled” 

Last event you went to off 
campus: Artscape 

False assumption people 
make about you: Yes, 
| say “water” correctly. 
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By MIA CAPOBIANCO 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Mia Capobianco 
Arts Editor 


Morgan Ome 
Layout Editor 
Writing Seminars and 
Italian, 2019 


Kareem Osman Kelsey Ko 
Photography Editor 
Molecular and Cellular Bi- 


ology, Neuroscience, 2017 


Megan Peoples 
News & Features Editor} Voices Editor et. 
International Studies and HGS Seminars and History of Art a 


Jenny Wagner 
Webmaster 
Computer Science, 2017 


Jane Jeffery 

Magazine Editor 

Public Health Studies, 
Classics minor, 2017 


_ Last event you went to 
off campus: Baltimore 
Pride 
Show you're currently 
binging: Gilmore Girls 
Hopkins myth you be- 


Most common 7-11 pur- 
chase: All the chocolate 
Last thing you googled: 
“cellular fractionation 
MCAT" 


Most common 7-11 pur- 
chase: Extra gum 

Show you're currently 
binging: Parks and Rec- 
reation 


Mom Never Told You 
Last event you went to 
off campus: Jiu-jitsu 
tournament 

Album you had on repeat 


Last thing you googled: 
“Julia Roberts home- 
* town" 


bum you had on repeat 
all summer: Electric Light 
il ia The Essentia 


Favorite Baltimore neigh 
ee The remnants of 


2 | Bamboo has good 
J Asian food 


False assumption peo- 
ple make about you:) binging: 
That I'm studying any- 
thing but CS 
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Favorite podcast: 
Modern Love 


all summer: Donna Sum- 
mer, Bad Girls 


Sabring Chen 
SciTech Editor 


Neuroscience, Molecular Writing Seminars and 
and Cellular Biology, History, Economics - 
2019 eee ~ 


Favorite podcast: 

The Sporkful 

Last event you went to 
off campus: Fells Point 
Fun Fest 

Hopkins myth you 
believed freshman year: 
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Sherry Kim 

News & Features Editor 
International Studies and 
English, 2017 


Favorite Baltimore neigh- 
borhood: Station North 
Last thing you googled: 
“do eyelashes grow back" 
Show you're currently 
binging: 7he Good Wife 
Last event you went to 
‘off campus: Earth Day 
Happy Hour 
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Veronica Reardon 
Your Weekend Editor 
English, GECS minor, 2017 


Favorite podcast: 
Presidential 

Last event you went to 
off campus: Bluegrass 
jam at West Madison Bar 
Show you're currently 
binging: Stranger Things 
Most common 7-11 
purchase: Slurpee and 
Doritos 
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Why I joined The News-Letter, and why you should, too 


STAFF PHOTO 


Last year's News-Letter editors, numbering over twenty, pose for a staff photo at the holidays. 


By WILL ANDERSON 


Editor-in-Chief 


I walked into the Student Involve- 
ment Fair just as overwhelmed and 
lost as every other freshman going 
through the sensory overload of the 
first week of college. I wound my 


~ way through row after row of clubs, 


putting my name and email down 
for a few, until I saw a group of stu- 
dents occupying the path, thrusting 
newspapers at all passersby and cor- 
ralling students towards the sign-up 
laptops. I took a paper, got into a pro- 
longed conversation with one of the 
editors, typed my information into 
the computer. The rest is history. 
Two years later, I’m entering my 
third year at Hopkins as an editor- 
in-chief of The News-Letter, now my 
second home. After spending my 
freshman year as a news writer and 


sophomore year as a News & Fea- 
tures Editor, I know that joining The 
News-Letter was without a doubt the 
best decision I have made at Hop- 
kins, a decision that has made me 
grow in ways I never foresaw. 
Before coming to Hopkins, I 
had always been an avid reader 
of the news, but-had never tried 
journalism. For my first article, I 
volunteered to cover a silent dem- 
onstration that the Black Student 
Union held protesting the death of 
Michael Brown, an unarmed black 
man shot dead by a white police of- 
ficer in Ferguson, Missouri. 
Listening to the organizers of 
the protest and passersby, I could 
feel the moment's importance, and 
I suddenly became aware that I was 
the only one there to chronicle it. 
That realization made it clear to me 
that the best way I could contribute 
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to Hopkins was to join The News- 
Letter and ensure that critical mo- 
ments of campus history couldn't 
be forgotten. The editors trusted 
a rookie with an important article 
because they were backing me up 
and advising me every step of the 
way. I’m proud that The News-Letter 
doesn’t turn away anyone, regard- 
less of their experience. . 

Throughout freshman year, the 
editors of News & Features section 
encouraged me to write with pur- 
pose, think clearly and strive for 
accuracy. My editors weren't afraid 
to constructively criticize me and 
offer advice. If I made a serious mis- 
take, a historic moment could be 
misportrayed and the reputation of 
the paper could be sunk. 

During our coverage of the Bal- 
timore uprising of April 2015, all of 
us realized that we had an obliga- 
tion to-create a reliable record of 
what Hopkins students were doing 
in a defining moment for our city. 
Our coverage of student protests, 
prayer vigils and the city-wide sit- 
uation reinforced the critical place 


- that The News-Letter has on campus 


and in the community. I’m proud 
of the award that we won for our 
coverage, but even more proud of 
how the events unified our team. 
We can’t let each other down, or 
the paper isn’t published. 

The paper’s commitment to di- 
versity of opinion and balanced 
reporting is vital and unshakeable. 
Even if the entire editorial staff 
personally favors one side of an 
argument, it is our duty as student 
journalists to set aside our opinions, 
no matter how strongly held, when 
reporting and editing controversial 
stories. We fiercely guard our edito- 
rial independence, even when the 


paper has waded into controversial 
waters. I’m proud that the Univer- 
sity and other student groups have 
never succeeded in telling us what 
and what not to cover. 

' While no-paper is perfect, The 
News-Letter has done its very dif- 
ficult job well. The paper has made 
serious mistakes in the past, but 
we are continuously improving, al- 
ways looking for new ways to bet- 
ter serve Hopkins’ undergraduate 
community. We are undergradu- 
ates first, and over the next year, 
The News-Letter aims to become the 
voice of undergraduates more than 
ever through its dedication to di- 
versity of opinion, free speech and 
covering students’ causes. : 

Now it’s time to get a little senti- 
mental. I have without a doubt made 
friends for life at The News-Letter. My 
fellow editors and I have laughed, 
joked and yelled at each other so 
many times and made so man 
difficult. decisions that our friend- © 
ships have been more than tested, 
they've beén cemented. The paper 
introduced me to countless new con- 
nections and cool people, and my 
friends at Hopkins are more diverse 
in every sense of the word than I 
ever dreamed. Students from all 
communities at Hopkins can find a 
welcoming place at The News-Letter, 
and the relationships I have shared 
there are unforgettable. 

So if you're looking for a sense 
of community, a group of pas- 
sionate students bound ae a sense 
of responsibility, people who are 
always pushing each other to be 
better writers and communica- 
tors, and friends with whom you 
can share inside jokes, join The 
News-Letter. You won't regret it. I 
know I didn't. 
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